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In Mareh 1950, and at the besinning of Lpril, a number of troop movements
tock place in the 38th Parallel area, The air unit which had been stationed
at Hoeryong (129-45, L2-25), North Hamgyong, was moved to Wonsan (32726,
39~10) in March and at the beginning of April, along with the Second Division
which had been brought to Wonsan from Nanam (129-41, 41-42) in 1949, was trans-
ferred to the area east of Yonchon (127-0L, 38-06). The Third Division from
Hamhung (127--32, 39~5L) and the units from the northern area of Wonsan were
moved to Chorwon (127-12, 38-1L) and disposed along the border, A raval
garrison unit attached to the Navy First Division in Wonsan was also moved

to Sokcho-ri (128~36, 38-12)., Dorder area residents believed mest of these
movements were in preparation for the 30 May South Korean electionrs.

By the end of April, all residents of the border areas within two kilometers

of the parallel had been evacuated toc the north. This was not a sudden
movemsnt but had been carried on over a considerable period.¥ There had

been for at least a year a continuous flight of border residents to South
Korea, the usual method being to move from one villaze to another as incone
spicuously as possible until near the border, then to cross secretly. In

order to put & stop to this movement and also to prevent contacts of former
residents with friends who remained in North Korea, the North Korear authorities
cleared the area completely, 3Dorder dwellers were moved to inland and northera
areas, where they were used as compulsory laborers in clearing forest lands

and constructing roads. Some farmers from the region, however, were permitted
to return and take care of their lands, altlough they were not pernitted to
resume their residence and were on oath not to cross the order. Dwelling
houses were taken over by the Peopleis Army and irregular self-defense units

as tenporary quarters.

About 10 May, freight service from ionsan to Chorwon was suspended and the
railroads were utilized envirely for iransportation of military supplies,

CONFIDENTIAL

CLASSIFIC¢TON _Cottermarn .,

STATE x|navy G | x| Nses DISTRIBUTION
i
ARNY x| AR x| EBl F—
This document is hereby regraged™to

CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with the
letter of 18 October 1978 from the
Director of Centra! Intelligence to the

Approvadf@bFRéléaééngﬁ?GSIO5:CA-F A-0ps 004 ¢ id-"

i='¥-1:i—‘?

Next Reviow




Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R005400010002-3
- CONFIDENTIAL

<O Ad
25X1A

CENTRAL I'TPELLIGEICE AGTNCY -

- .

including rice and other cereals. In the Vjonsan area, fresh fish was re-
served for the troops on the border and sales of fish from onsan and Sinpo
(128-12, L0O-03) were rationed for the civilian population. Ox and horse
carts were cormandeered around Yonchon, Chorwon, and Pyonggang (127-19,
38-2L) and used for transporting food in mountainous areas. Lavbor was also
conscripted for building roads and treaches.

4. All these activities were accompanied by North Korean propaganda to the
effect that if the South Xorean army were to invade North Korea it would
massacre both military and civilians. At the same time, the North Xorean
army was boasting that it had completed preparations for combat in the
mountainous areas and was ready, if the South Lorean army came north, to
annihilate it at one blowe.

5. In early May, two subsidiary bzttelions of the First Police Constaoulary
3rigade, stationed at Kansong (123-28, 38-22), were sent to Yangyang
(128-38, 38~0L). Only about 280 men were kept in the headquarters there;
the remainder were distributed along the 38th Parallel in platoons and coms
panies. Brigade headquarters was expected to be transferred to Yangyang by
1 July. Some guerrilla troops are also stationed in Yangyang and use the
Confucian temple there as headquarters.

6, About 19 May a 200-man mechanized unit with twelve large Sovietwmade tanks
and six medium-sized tanks left the western part of Pyongyang for Kumchon
(126-28, 38-10), traveling via Sariwon (125—Eh, 38-30). Patrols in the
Kumchon area are conducted at night by an armored battalion of the People's
Army, stationed on a mountain side about two kilometers southwest of
Namchonjom (126-2l;, 38~20), in Pyongsan County. The battalion, which is
commanded by lMajor YI Chun~kap (g\ /[ii }, is equipped with fifteen medium-
sized tanks, nine small tanks, and folurteen armored cars, including some of
Japanese manufacture.

7. The Pyongyang ordnance supply office of the People's Army sent thirteen
freightear loads of equipment to the First Division Headquarters in HamchonJjom
(12%- 2%, 38-20) on 21 May. The supplies included shells and ammunition for
field pieces and rifles, large Soviet-marufactured tanks, oeccupying six
freight cars, and Japanese-made tractors, occupying five freight cars.
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8. A company of 600 men under Major CUANG Yun-cht&l (3&/14 o2 ) with twenty
120-ma {?) mortars, fifteen 76-mm mortars, and an unspecified number of
Li5~mm anti-tank guns, was brought into Chorwon and Yangyang during the nignt
of 20 ¥ay. They were assigned to strengthen the vorder guard. .

9. Sixty members of the State Security Jureau were sent to the border areas in
Kangwon and Hwanghae Provinces in May for an undisclosed assignment.
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